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EMMANUEL CHURCH  
IN THE CITY OF BOSTON 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church has been serving the urban 
community of  greater Boston as a dynamic center for spiritual 

discovery and renewal since 1860. We explore Christian 
tradition and foster inquiry through the celebration of  liturgy, 
music, and the arts. We strive for justice and peace. Emmanuel 

Church welcomes all people without exception to our 
Eucharistic table. We honor individuals of  every age, gender, 
ethnic heritage, sexual orientation, and religious background, 

and we respect the dignity of  every living being. 
 

September 7, 2025 
10:00am—Holy Eucharist in the Lindsey Chapel 

Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Pamela L. Werntz 
Deacon: The Rev. Robert Greiner 

Organist & Choir Director: John Dilworth 
Subdeacon: Rebekah Shore 

Crucifer: Jamie Shore 
First Reader: Galen Gilbert 
Second Reader: Liz Levin 

Prayer Intercessor: Rebecca Lightcap 
Altar Guild: Tatiana Stridh  

Greeters: Galen Gilbert, Lucille Heenan 
Sexton: Dennis Gaskell 
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Are you visiting or new to Emmanuel? 
We’d love to talk with you! Newcomers and 

Visitors are encouraged to fill out a Welcome Card 
by using the camera on your smartphone to scan 

the QR code to the right or at this address:  
https://forms.gle/hxpUdqMnEX12JvLT9 

Paper copies are also available in the pews. 
Do you want to sign-up for Emmanuel Music's  

e-list? Send an email to music@emmanuelmusic.org and we'll add 
you to our list!   

Land Use Acknowledgment  

  
Founded in 1860, Emmanuel Church is located on land 
once used by the matriarchal Massachusett Tribe for 
fishing in the estuary of  the Quinobequin (now Charles 
River). Acknowledging this is an expression of  our 
appreciation and a small, first step on the Way of  Love, 
toward respect and accountability to Indigenous or First 
Peoples, who continue to suffer as a consequence of   
genocide and forced removal perpetrated by white  
ancestors of  European descent. Our next steps have to do 
with actions to end violence directed toward them, which 
occurs when their histories are erased, cultures are  
trivialized, labor is exploited, and resources are seized. 
As the current occupiers of  this territory, we must  
amplify First Peoples’ voices, honor their dignity, and  
repent of  our complicity in their oppression. 
Read more about our Land Use Acknowledgment on our 
website:  

https://www.emmanuelboston.org/mission/social-
justice/land-acknowledgement/ 
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The Holy Eucharist 
The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 18C 

Prelude   Madonna   Christopher Tye (c. 1505 - before 1573 )  
  
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn    New every morning is the love Hymn 10 
(Please rise in body or spirit) KEDRON 
 

The Word of God 
 

Presider: Blessed be God: eternal Majesty, incarnate Word, abiding Spirit.    
All:  And blessed be God’s Holy Name, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Presider:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen.  
 
Trisagion S102 
(Sung three times) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Presider:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us pray.  
 Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in 

their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All:  Amen. 
(Please be seated) 
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The Lessons    
First Reading  Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: "Come, go down to the potter's house, and there I 
will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has 
done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At 
one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 
about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, 
then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the 
people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil 
against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your 
ways and your doings. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 Please join in singing the antiphon when indicated; verses are sung by the choir. 
Antiphon 

1 O God, you have searched me out and known me;  
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places  
and are acquainted with all my ways.      Antiphon 

 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,  

but you, O God, know it altogether. 
4 You press upon me behind and before  

and lay your hand upon me. 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

it is so high that I cannot attain to it.      Antiphon 
 
6 Where can I go then from your Spirit;  
 where can I flee from your presence? 
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there;  
 if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.     Antiphon 
 



5 

 

8 If I take the wings of the morning  
 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
9 Even there your hand will lead me,  
 and your right hand hold me fast. 
10 If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,  
 and the light around me turn to night,” 
11Darkness is not dark to you; 
 the night is as bright as the day;  
 darkness and light to you are both alike.     Antiphon 
 
22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart;  
 try me and know my restless thoughts. 
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me  
 and lead me in the way that is everlasting.     Antiphon 

 
 Antiphon from A HymnTune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © 2007 Carl P. Daw, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.  

 
Second Reading    Philemon 1-21 
 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 
to the church in your house: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective 
when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and 
to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he 
might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him 
back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-- especially to me but how 
much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in 
any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I 
will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this 
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Hymn  I can hear my savior calling (St. 1-2)   LEVAS 144   
(Please rise in body or spirit)                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel Reading   Luke 14:25-33 
  
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes to 

me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit 
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
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delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions."  

 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Gospel Hymn I can hear my savior calling (St.3-4)                                                        LEVAS 144      
(Please rise in body or spirit)                                 
 
The Sermon Ms. Werntz 
 
The Nicene Creed   
(Please rise in body or spirit) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and  his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People (The Leader and People pray responsively)     Form VI, BCP p. 392 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to those who are sick, friendless, or needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Julia, our bishop; Marissa, our canon; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
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Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

We will exalt you, O God our Sovereign; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal realm. 
The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.     

Presider:    Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession EOW, p. 56 
Deacon: Let us confess our sins to God.                                                                                    
All: God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,  
 opposing your will in our lives.  
 We have denied your goodness in each other,  
  in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
 We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
  the evil we have done,  
 and the evil done on our behalf.  
 Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
 that we may abide in your love  
 and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence 

I beseech you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love. (Eph. 4:1-2) 

 
Offertory Anthem   Almighty and everlasting God  Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

 Text: Collect for the Third Sunday after Epiphany, 
 The Book of Common Prayer (1549) 

 Almighty and everlasting God, 
mercifully look upon our infirmities, 
and in all our dangers and necessities 
stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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 During the Offertory, we invite you to donate online using our CashApp cashtag $EmmanuelBostonGive.  
If you are visiting or new to Emmanuel, we also invite you to take this moment to complete a Paper Welcome Card; or the  

Welcome Card online, linked on the inside cover of the bulletin. Paper Welcome Cards and gifts  
may be brought to the box near the entrance of the chapel at the end of the service.  

 
 

Offertory Hymn Take up your cross  Hymn 675  
(Please rise in body or spirit) BOURBON 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP pg. 367 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For you are the source of light and life, 
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name. 

 
 
Sanctus  S130 
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Presider: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 
All: We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;  
 
Presider: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 

of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all 
things in your Christ and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever. 

 
All:  
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread   
Presider: Behold who you are. 
People:    May we become what we see.  
 
Agnus Dei S164 
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Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Communion Motet Oculi omnium       Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion 
There is one communion station at the foot of the chancel steps. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request, as 

well as non-alcoholic grape juice in the ceramic chalice All without exception are welcome to receive. You who hunger and 
thirst for deeper communion with the Holy One come to the table.  

 
As you receive communion, we ask that you refrain from dipping the bread in the cup.  

As an alternative, please sip from the cup or hold your bread over the cup  
without touching the cup as the chalice is presented.  

 
 
Post-Communion Prayer  (Please rise in body or spirit) BCP, pg. 365 
Sub-deacon: Let us pray.  
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Author, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oculi omnium in te sperant Domine:  
et tu das illis escam in tempore opportuno. 
(Ps 145, v. 15)  
Gloria tibi, domine, Amen 
  

The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord;  
and thou givest them their meat in due season. 
  
Glory to you, O Lord. Amen 
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Blessing            EOW, pg. 71 
Presider: The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and 

heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn   Praise the Lord through every nation Hymn 484 
(Please rise in body or spirit) WACHET AUF 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   Ricercare à quattro  Giovanni Paolo Cima (c. 1570 - after 1622) 
   

Welcome cards may be brought with any gifts to the box near the entrance of the chapel at the conclusion of the postlude.  
 
 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE with license #A-725712. All rights reserved. 

Cover Art © 1994, Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, art by Steve Erspamer, SM. 

 

Emmanuel Church Announcements 

Today and Upcoming 
 
Our last Chapel Camp: Today After the Service: Parish Picnic 
All are welcome and encouraged to join us for the annual parish picnic today beginning around noon! (Note: there 
will be no coffee hour today.) This year, the picnic will be held at the Emmanuel House, 7 St. Lukes Road in 
Allston. Come out to see the Emmanuel House community garden, and to learn more about what the Emmanuel 
house is all about all while enjoying fellowship and great food! Parking is available, but limited, so carpooling is 
encouraged. Also, the house is a short walk from Packard’s Corner on the B line.  
 

Ways to Get Involved 

 
Language Reading Groups at Emmanuel - Want to learn or brush up an ancient language? Join one of 
Emmanuel’s Reading Groups. We currently offer: 
Hebrew Reading Group - Wednesdays at 9AM (co-sponsored with Central Reform Temple) 
Greek Reading Group - Thursdays at 9AM 
Latin Reading Group - Fridays at 9AM 
Beginners are always welcome. Email the Parish Office: info@emmanuelboston.org  for the Zoom link. 
 
Bible Study via Zoom Bible Study meets virtually on Tuesdays from 7:30-8:30 am in all odd-numbered months. 
These lively conversations with the Rector take place via Zoom. If you would like to participate in the next Bible 
study, please contact the Parish Office at info@emmanuelboston.org 
 
Do you know someone who is in the hospital, or confined at home? The Care Commission provides 
pastoral ministry by writing notes, making visits, and more. Pastoral care needs are being coordinated by Deacon 
Bob Greiner (deacon@emmanuelboston.org). If you have a need, please contact him. 
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Emmanuel Church Photography and Social Media - Communicating through social media helps our efforts to 
build community and expand our reach to people who are new to Emmanuel, as well as to Emmanuelites around 
the world. Volunteers help spread the Word by taking photos before, during, and after services, posting and 
sharing online. We value the sanctity of our worship and aim to strike a balance between sharing life at Emmanuel 
and creating a sacred space for all, filled with wonder, love, thanksgiving, and praise. No one will be tagged or 
identified by name in a photo without their permission and other privacy wishes will be respected on request. If 
you are interested in helping in these efforts, have concerns, or have high resolution photos of the Emmanuel 
community to share, please email photos@emmanuelboston.org. 
 
Emmanuel Announcements & “This Week at Emmanuel” - If you would like to submit an announcement 
for inclusion in our Sunday Announcements, please email the Parish Office. Our weekly E-news is sent by email 
every Wednesday with announcements listed here plus many more. If you would like to receive those, please 
contact the Parish Office or sign up on our website. 
 
 

In and Around Emmanuel 
Today: Canon Installation of Rev. Chris Wendell:  Sunday, September 7, at 4:30 p.m. All clergy and laity in 
our diocese are invited to attend a special service of Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Boston, at which Bishop 
Julia Whitworth will install the Rev. Chris Wendell as Canon to the Ordinary in our diocese. The service will be a 
time to gather in prayer as a diocesan community as the program year begins, enjoy the experience of worshiping 
in our cathedral, and offer blessing to Canon Wendell as he takes up this new call. The Rev. Canon Tina Pickering, 
Canon to the Ordinary in the Diocese of New Hampshire, will give a homily; musical selections from the 
Cathedral Schola and others will enrich our service; and a simple reception will follow. Please join us!  
 

Sun Way Pilgrimage: Sunday September 21, 2025. Emmanuel Church and Central Reform Temple invite you 
to participate in the Boston Interfaith Climate Allies' SUN WAY PILGRIMAGE in downtown Boston on Sunday 
September 21, 2025 from 1:00-2:30 pm, as we gather to “pray with our feet” for deeper climate justice. This 
public, prayerful, peaceful, and joyful processional is a part of the wider international SUN-DAY action 
(sunday.earth) that celebrates solar & wind and the movement to free our world of fossil fuels. As too many 
people and parts of nature are being harmed by climate injustice, the fierce moral urgency of now impels us as 
people of faith and good will to act. In this “sacred action”, we will take to the streets to boldly declare that there is 
more than enough alternative energy freely given by our Creator and available to all of us in ways that will not 
cause more harm, inequity, or injustice.  
 
September 23, 2025, 7:00- 8:30pm: Metacomet’s Rebellion/King Philip’s War:  A Story of its History and 
Legacy Hosted by: Dioceses of Massachusetts and Western Massachusetts   
This event is part of a series of offerings in commemoration of the 350th anniversary of the beginnings of 
Metacomet’s Rebellion.  
 
Pokanoket Tribal Historian Dog Strong Turtle Brown Jr. will explain how early skirmishes and 
clashes in culture from the Native peoples’ earliest contacts with Europeans eventually led to 
Metacomet’s Rebellion. Registration is required; register using the QR code.   
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New to Emmanuel? 

Welcome to Emmanuel Church! You honor us with your presence. We are a faith community with a long his-
tory of challenging assumptions, of outreach, good preaching, and mission. We also have a long history of attract-
ing deeply thoughtful people to engage in faith, doubt, music and art, conversation and fine liturgy. If you would 

like to learn more, please contact the Parish Office so we can connect. 

 In Episcopal liturgy, please stand in body or spirit 
when indicated. If you prefer to kneel during the prayers, 
please do. Please join in with the text in bold, when indicat-
ed. Hymns and responses to the liturgy usually found in the 
Hymnal 1982, Book of Common Prayer, and others are in-
cluded in the bulletin. Our scripture readings are prescribed 
by the Revised Common Lectionary and are taken from the 
NRSV translation of the Bible. Psalm translations often 
come from the St. Helena Psalter. 
 Our commitment to expansive language dates 
from January 19, 1986, when the vestry vowed that our wor-
ship should “...speak of God, Christ, and our humanity in 
both male and female images.” Thirty-five years later, we 
continue to expand our language to embrace non-binary and 
gender-fluid words for people and the Divine, as well as non-
anthropomorphic words for the Divine that are theologically 
coherent and biblically grounded. In accordance with this 
commitment, we welcome everyone to make changes in the 
language of the liturgy and in the hymns to that which is 
more fully inclusive. Our rector considers the disturbances 
this causes to be signs of the Holy Spirit, even as she 
acknowledges that words will always be insufficient to de-
scribe the Mystery of Life and Love. 
 In the sixth century, the “filioque” clause referring 
to the Holy Spirit crept into the Nicene Creed in the Church 
in the West (Roman) without consultation or agreement 
from the Church in the East (Orthodox): “…Holy Spirit, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.” The Episcopal 
Church meeting in General Convention in 1994 agreed to 
remove the clause in the next revision of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer. In the meantime, since Emmanuel Church 
prints the creed text in our bulletins, we have removed the 
clause and adjusted musical settings to put the Episcopal 
Church’s intention into practice. 

 In our worship service, there are periods of si-
lence which serve as transitions and moments of reflection 
within a rich liturgy. In scripture, silence lets Elijah hear the 
still small voice of God, and the Revelation to John speaks of 
the silence in heaven. You are encouraged to embrace this 
silence as an integral part of “God with us.” 
 Whoever you are, wherever you’ve been, whatever 
you’ve done, you are welcome to participate in commun-
ion here. At this time communion may be received by bread 
alone or by praying the Prayer of Spiritual Communion. 
 Children are welcome to participate fully in the 
service.  
 It is our practice to remain seated through the Post-
lude. You are encouraged to respond “Amen” at its conclu-
sion. 
 Monetary gifts may be made by dropping your 
donation in the box by the pulpit, mailing it to the church, or 
electronically via CashApp. CashApp (our cashtag is $Em-
manuelBostonGive) is a secure platform designed to allow 
you to quickly and easily make donations or payments. Please 
be sure to indicate if your gift should go towards your annual 
pledge or another special designation. If you are new to giv-
ing to Emmanuel Church and are using CashApp, please con-
tact the Parish Office with your contact information.  

In a typical week, Emmanuel Church provides sanctuary and hospitality for as many as fifteen hundred peo-
ple who are living on the various margins of our society because of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, dis-
ability, addiction, immigration status, religion, and so on. Coming together to help lift heavy hearts and carry 
heavy burdens is what we do, and many hands make light work. Every single one of us has some capacity to 

join in this vital mission, thanks to Love. 
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Emmanuel Church Staff 
The Rev. Pamela L. Werntz, Rector 

The Rt. Rev. J. Clark Grew, Senior Pastoral Assistant 
The Rev. Dr. John Golenski, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Isaac Everett, Creche Executive Director 
The Rev. Susan Ackley, 12-Step Recovery Services 

The Rev. Robert Greiner, Deacon  
Ryan Turner, Music Director  

John Dilworth, Organist & Chapel Choir Director 
Vaughan Sherrill, Parish Administrator 
Robb Scholten, Events Administrator 

James Maguire, Controller 
Event Sextons: Bill Comer, Luke Colombero,  

Dennis Gaskell, Jesse Kieffer, Colin McEllhenney, & 
Joel Schenk  

Emmanuel Church Vestry 
Rebekah Shore, Senior Warden 

Pat Krol, Junior Warden 
Mark Fernau, Treasurer           
Mary Beth Clack, Clerk 

Cindy Coldren 
Dawn Dreisbach 

Peter Dutilloy 
Kelly Hager 
Karen King 
Liz Levin 

Brian McCaig 
Diane Smith 

  

Emmanuel Music has been Ensemble-in-Residence in Emmanuel Church since 1970. 
Craig Smith, Founder and Artistic Director (1947-2007) 

Ryan Turner, Artistic Director  
John Harbison, Principal Guest Conductor 

Vanessa Holroyd, Executive Director 
www.emmanuelmusic.org  617-536-3356 

  

Central Reform Temple of Boston, a Progressive Jewish Congregation,  
makes its home in Emmanuel Church.  

Rabbi Dr. Michael Shire 
info@centralreformtemple.org  617-262-1202  

  

Parish Office 
15 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116 

 Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
www.emmanuelboston.org    info@emmanuelboston.org   617-536-3355   

  


